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A Thanksgiving to Remember 
-by Sean McGrath 

The International Fraternal Order of Eagles was founded in Seattle as the Order of Good Things. Shortly 

thereafter the name was changed and a mission statement adopted. Which is in part; ñinternational non-profit 

organization, unites fraternally in the spirit of liberty, truth, justice, and equality, to make human life more de-

sirable by lessening its ills, and by promoting peace, prosperity, gladness and hopeò. 

The Eagles have been credited at a national level for their work in the creation of Motherôs Day, social secu-

rity, and work protection for those over forty. In addition to the 10 of millions in charity research grants this 

year saw the first 5 million of a 25 million dollar grant given to the Eagles Diabetes Research Center at the 

University of Iowa. Today there are 1700 locations contributing to communities across North America. Indi-

viduals, police, firefighters, and community 

groups receive millions in support every year. 

For over sixty years the West Seattle Eagles have 

been supporting the local community.  We partici-

pated in a statewide Thanksgiving this year during 

which the Eagles served about 3,000 free meals in 

26 locations. There is nothing new about the Ea-

gles free Thanksgiving; in fact it was probably a 

bigger event at times over the past century. We 

know it was a West Seattle standard for decades 

that faded in the late 80ôs.  The ñThanksgiving to 

Rememberò was the first time we created a special 

project to encourage participation and get the 

word out to the general public. The work that was 

done here and across the state is getting interna-

tional recognition and with luck may become an annual event across the nation. 

West Seattle served about 90 meals to members, guests and the public. Some could have afforded a meal, 

some not. None paid a dime. The point of the event was a good meal and a place to share in the warmth of 

others at a special time of the year. Many thanks to those who volunteered their time, food, and money to 

make this event so successful. We had a number of non Eagles volunteer, some from many miles away. Per-

haps their reward was far greater than free turkey. I know their selfless efforts made the day for me. 

Volunteers preparing and serving Thanksgiving dinner.                                                        

Photo courtesy of West Seattle Blog. 



Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

MMIX has come to a memorable end and MMX has entered the backstretch of the Aerie Year. Weôre starting the 

New Year at 147% of our quota and 68% compared to members initiated and reenrolled in 2008-2009. Iôd say 

weôre off to a very good start for a great finale in May. 

ñA Thanksgiving to Rememberò was well attended. Approximately eighty plus dinners were served to members, 

the public and their families. It was a very successful effort to the beginning of a new Eagle tradition that hopefully 

will continue for many years to come. 

The Building Committee submitted their first letter to the Board of Trustees seeking approval for recommendations 

that would allow our building to continue to be habitable for another three to five years. Costs of maintenance and 

repairs in all areas for this period of time could amount to $9,600 to $23,000. Maybe these figures will incite some 

of you to contribute your qualified knowledge and skills to this endeavor. And this is just the beginning of a seri-

ous effort to sustain your ñHomeò. 

 

The Tom and Jerry Party, put on by the Past Presidents, went over big with flying colors. While I was in atten-

dance there were about 35 to 40 people imbibing ñhot buttered rumsò and battered ñtom and jerryò drinks. There 

were more people arriving as I was leaving half way through the party for another engagement that evening. 

Rouladen (or Rinderroulade) is a German meat roulade usually consisting of bacon, onions, mustard and pickles 

wrapped in thinly sliced beef which is then cooked. For those of you who didnôt know and missed out, that was the 

very delicious dinner served on December 12 with a four salad plate, mashed potatoes, peas and ice cream or sher-

bet for dessert. We still made a little money for my charity anyway. Please compliment the volunteers for their 

charity dinners by attending their meals. Remember?òPeople helping people!ò 

The Top Gun Tournament wasnôt very well attended. ButéClaude Freeman won again!  How many times is that 

Claude?  Seven? The following day was the Kids Christmas Party. Everyone who attended had fun. There were 

about twenty plus children that showed up and received a gift. 

The next Aerie meetings are January 5 & 19. The Building Committee will meet on January 12 at 6pm. A manda-

tory Joint Officers meeting takes place at 6pm, January 14. Lastly, the District 5 meeting will be hosted by West 

Seattle Aerie 2643 at 1pm on Sunday, January 17. Letôs really rack up some attendance points at the District meet-

ing, people. 

Byzantium (dark shade of purple) and Santa Claus Red represented December. I hope everyone had a very merry 

Christmas and a spectacular happy New Yearôs Eve celebration!  Happy New Year and Have a Happy Day! 

 

   

   Fraternally yours, 

   J. T. Hulslander, Jr.  

   Worthy President 

Worthy Presidentõs Message 



Madam Presidentõs Message 

Dearest Sisters and Brothers, 

  

By the time of this publication, we are in full swing for 2010. I say forget about the New Year resolutions and fo-

cus on being true to yourself and doing the work of "People Helping People". 

  

The Childrenôs Christmas Party was a great success! Thanks to Jennifer Young for organizing, Larry Luke for 

playing Santa Claus and Ella Engelking, Amy McGrath, Linda Fittro, Carolyn Shillam, Marty Gutierrez, and Lexi 

Fittro for helping out. 

  

New Year's was a huge success! HotBox is such a great band! I was so happy to ring in the New Year with my 

husband & my Sisters and Brothers! 

  

I would like to share with you that the Auxiliary is in need of some fundraising!!!!! Due to expenses we are in dire 

need to replenish our General Fund! I am calling out to each Sister to help the Auxiliary  

by signing up to cook or attending a dinner to benefit the Auxiliary! It is crucial to raise money to keep the good 

works of our Auxiliary going. Please talk to any officer or bartender if you would like to put on a fundraising event 

or volunteer for one. Without our Auxiliary we lose a large part of our Charity and Donation group. 

  

I also feel that in this New Year and time of New Beginnings, we should refer to a recent article in the Eagle 

Magazine...... 

 

By Holly Kennedy  

Assistant to the Grand Madam President 

Grand Auxiliary Office Coordinator 

 

ñIn an organization made up of so many different personalities from so many walks of life, it is very easy for 

conflict to arise. One Sister is outgoing and wants to be a part of every activity; another is reserved and only 

wants to help occasionally. Both of them, and every one of our members, contribute a special piece of the mo-

saic that makes up the Fraternal Order of Eagles. Every Brother and Sister was voted into our organization be-

cause our members believed they were of good moral character and would assist in making us better as a whole. 

Often we feel that the information we have about a situation is accurate and assume the details to be fact, not 

realizing that our perception may be completely different from anyone elseôs. No two people have the same ex-

periences or paths in life. Therefore, we can never truly see things through someone elseôs eyes or pretend to 

have walked in their shoes. Yet, we too often go on believing that our perception must be the accurate one. 

 

The Eagles are a huge family. We travel all over the jurisdiction to socialize, learn and teach each other about 

the wonderful things we have done, are doing now, and will do in the future. As members of a big fraternal fam-

ily, we know there of course will be arguments. There will be conflict and also hurt feelings. Yet, when some-

thing happens that affects the whole organization, in the end we must come together as a family should.  

 

We are Brothers and Sisters all with a common goal: To make sure the work of the Fraternal Order of Eagles 

reaches as many lives as possible. So, does it really matter that one member cannot run for office because she 

has a family of her own to take care of? Or that a member doesnôt have a lot of ties and volunteers for every-

(Continued on page 6) 



Brothers and Sisters, hope you had a good holiday season. I was so happy to visit your Aerie last month and 

see old friends and make new ones.  

I want to encourage you again to do your fundraising for the Diabetes Research Center. Please make a dona-

tion and challenge your friends to meet or beat it. Thanks for all the good things that you do. 

Fraternally,  

Nancy Ball  

Pacific Northwest Regional Madam President 

Dual member at #2643 

Aerie and Auxiliary Sunshine Bulletin  

 

Get well cards were sent to :  
SMP Retta Maahs, Karen Sisson, Terri Oswald, Cindy Gosselin. Kayel White, 

Warren Johnston and Konrad Klippert  

 

Sympathy cards were sent to :  
Family of Sandy Smith, Merrilee Knaus, Wilma and Beverly Pellegrini and Paul Shillam  

 

Plants were sent to:  
Cathy Knodel and Karen Sisson 

 

PMP and sisters Christmas cards were sent to :  
Bella Warner, Millie Kalland, Marge Gauthier, Luella ñLuò Chisman, Gino Gnauden, Donna Wil-

kins, Billie Leago, Norma Strecker and Mary Scherf  

 

 
Sunshine Chairman for Aerie and Auxiliary:                                                                                                     

Agnes ñAggieò Keltner   

Keep Well and God Bless.  

 

  

  

Pacific Northwest Regional Madam Presidentõs Message 



West Seattle #2643 Calendar of Events for 

January 2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

     1 

Friday Night 

Menu                 

Karaoke  

2 

Private Hall 

Rental 

No Dinner  

3 

Breakfast $6      
-by Ella & Crew  

Seahawks  1PM 

4 5 

Aerie  

Meeting 

7:00PM   

6 7 

Auxiliary 

Meeting 

7PM  

8 

Steak Night  

$13 

Karaoke  

9 

Soup in a 

Bread Bowl    

-by Dana Ferrin 

10 

Breakfast $6      
-by Ella & Crew  

 

11 12 

Building Mtg. 

6:00PM  

Calendar Mtg. 

7:00PM 

13 14 

Joint                 

Officers 

Meeting 

6PM  

15 

Friday Night 

Menu                 

Karaoke  

16 

Turkey Pot 

Pie Dinner          

$7 

by Sean & Crew  

17 

Breakfast $6      
-by Ella & Crew  

District 5 Mtg. @ 

West Seattle 1PM 

18 19 

Aerie  

Meeting 

7:00PM   

20 21 

Auxiliary 

Meeting 

7PM  

22 

Friday Night 

Menu                 

Karaoke  

23 

Pork Roast 

Dinner $9       
by MLW & Crew  

24 

Breakfast $6      
-by Ella & Crew  

 

25 26 27 28 29 

Friday Night 

Menu                 

Karaoke  

30 

Dinner &  

Auction                  

Details on pg.  7 

31 

Breakfast $6      
-by Ella & Crew  

Pro Bowl 5PM  

1 2 

Aerie  

Meeting 

7:00PM   

    
 Happy Hour  Sun.-Thur. 4PM-6PM  

Friday Dinner 4PM-7PM 

Friday Karaoke  7:30PM-11:30PM 

Saturday Dinner  5:30PM -7PM 

Sunday Breakfast  9AM-11AM  

Watch the Rose Bowl on New Years 

Day at the Eagles. The lounge will 

open at 1:00PM for kick off.                 



 

Linda Fittro, Representative                             

(206) 375-8043  iamcoolestlala@comcast.net 

thing to keep herself busy, or just because she truly loves it? When you look at the grand scheme of things, little 

things like that donôt mean a thing. Every member is important and brings something to us.  

 

Each one of us lives his/her own life to the best of our own human ability. Knowing that none will ever be per-

fect and that we all make mistakes along the way, how can we be the judge of anyone? Negativity, gossip and 

mindless complaining can cause devastating damage to an organization like ours. We work so hard to take the 

Fraternal Order of Eagles into the future so that more people may benefit from the work we do. Yet we spread 

gossip and negativity about our own Brothers and Sisters, and take ourselves a giant step backwards. We all 

know the wonderful things we can accomplish when we put our minds together, work hard for the organization 

and put our differences aside. We must remind ourselves of this every day. If someone comes up and speaks ill 

of another member, stop them! Explain that if they have a complaint they should take it up with the person who 

can actually do something about it ï the one the complaint is about. Otherwise, all they have done is spread gos-

sip.  

 

We truly are an amazing organization and are all proud to be part of it. We donôt have to like every member. 

But we do have to have the organizationôs best interest as the focal point of our attitudes and efforts. We have to 

stop allowing negativity into our organization, into our lives and into our hearts. Once we do that, we will reach 

far more lives than we have ever done before.ò   

 

Blessings to my Sisters and Brothers, 

Suzanne Goff Gutierrez 

Madam President 

Madam President's Message 
(Continued from page 3) 

Proposed Changes to the Auxiliary By-Laws 
The West Seattle Eagles Auxiliary #2643 is considering changes to its existing By-Laws. There will be readings of 

these proposed changes at each meeting in January (1/7 and 1/21), with discussion and voting taking place at the 

first meeting in February (2/4). These proposed changes clarify and modify the existing By-Laws affecting all 

of the sisters of the West Seattle Eagles Auxiliary  #2643.  We invite you to come to these meetings to find out 

what changes are being proposed. 

-Your Auxiliary By-Laws Committee 

  

http://www.illusionshairdesign.com


Art Ehrmann Cancer Fund Dinner and Auction  

Saturday, January 30th 

Silent Auction and dinner from 5:00-7:00 PM.                                            

Live auction to start at 6:30PM.  

If you have items you would like to donate for the auction, please               

contact Jen Young at 360-510-6447 or at jcollinsyoung@gmail.com. 

 

Eagle Valley Campground 

Fundraising Dinner  

Saturday, January 23rd 

Menu: 
Broccoli Cheddar Soup, Pork Roast,                                          

Sweet Potatoes, Mashed Potatoes                       

& Dessert   

$9  

 
-by PMP Mary Lou Wilkerson and crew 

Gobble.. Gobble.. Gobble.. 

Saturday, January 16th 

         Menu:  
 Turkey Pot Pie,                        

Feta Pear Salad,                      

Dinner Roll                         

& Dessert 

$7 
 

Proceeds to benefit :Max Baer Heart Fund 

  


